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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCLR, TGEN, CO 

SUB J : ALPHA HELIX EXPEDITION-PHASE VII 

REF: (A) BOGOTA 0700; (B) 76 BOGOTA 12620; (C) 76 STATE 
304876 

1 . AS STATED IN PARA 5 OF REFTEL (A), EMBASSY, AFTER 
RPEATED EFFORTS, WAS ABLE ON JAN 26 TO DISCUSS 
COLOMBIAN NOTE VERB ALE RECEIVED JAN 21 WITH CLARA 
NIETO DE PONCE DE LEON, FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL NOW 
RESPONSIBLE FOR COORDINATING MATTERS RELATED TO FOREIGN 
SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS. 

2. ALTHOUGH SHE DESCRIBES HER ROLE OF COORDINATOR AS 
THAT OF A MESSENGER FOR THE COLOMBIAN INTERIN STITUTIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE, SHE WAS ABLE TO SHED SOME LIGHT 

ON POINTS IN COLOMBIAN NOTE VERBALE WHICH WERE UNCLEAR 
TO EMBASSY. 

3. REGARDING FAILURE TO PROVIDE COMPLETE REPORT ON PHASE 
I, SRA. PONCE DE LEON SAID THE COMMITTEE FELT THERE 

HAD BEEN MORE THAN AMPLE TIME FOR U.S. TO HAVE COMPLIED 
WITH THE REQUIREMENT. SHE COULD NOT EXPLAIN REFERENCE 
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TO THE MAGNETIC TAPES. ON THIS LAST POINT EMBASSY 
IS CONCERNED THAT IF SUCH TAPES EXIST IN WHATEVER 
FORM, THE EXPLANATION THAT THERE WAS NO COMPUTER ON 
BOARD (AS STATED IN TELECON WITH DEPT ON JAN 26) 

WILL NOT SATISFY COLOMBIANS. 

4. REFERENCES TO PHASE II, EXCEPT FOR REQUEST FOR 
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REPORT, APPEAR TO HAVEBEEN BASED ON MISUNDERSTANDING. 

5. SRA PONCE DE LEON SAID THAT THE DETAILED INFORMATION 
OF THE WORK TO BE DONE IN PHASE VII WHICH HAD BEEN 
PROVIDED BY U.S. WAS VERY SKIMPY" AND COMPLETELY 
UNSATISFACTORY. THIS INCLUDES REQUIREMENT FOR A 
DETAILED MAP OF THE PRECISE AREAS TO BE VISITED. 

6. WITH REGARD TO THE KEY POINT CONCERNING THE 
APPLICATION OF RESOLUTION 626 BIS OF 1973, SRA. 

PONCE DE LEON SAID IT WAS HER UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE COMMITTEE HAD ARTICLE 3 SPECIFICALLY IN MIND. 
FURTHERMORE SHE BELIEVED THAT THIS APPLICATION 
REFERRED TO THE ENTIRE PHASE VII EXPEDITION AND 
NOT REPEAT NOT, JUST TO DR. SCHULTES PRESENCE. SHE 
ALSO SAID SHE THOUGHT THE AMOUNT INVOLVED WAS 
NEGOTIABLE. (ARTICLE 3 CALLS FOR 30 PER CENT OF 
THE AMOUNT BUDGETED FOR THE EXPEDITION). 

7. AFTER LENGTHY DISCUSSION, SRA. PONCE DE LEON 
REEMPHASIZED THAT SHE WAS ONLY A MESSENGER AND 
SUGGESTED THAT THE BEST WAY TO CLARIFY THE COLOMBIAN 
POSITION WOULD BE THROUGH A MEETING BETWEEN THE 
MEMBERS OF THE INTERINSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE AND 
EMBASSY OFFICERS. (NOTE THAT MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE INCLUDE DOCTORS LEYVA, PINTO AND SOTO). 

IT WAS AGREED TO MET IN SRA. PONCE DE LEON'S OFFICE 
AT 10:30, MONDAY, JAN 31. 
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8. EMBASSY WILL KEEP DEPT. INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 
SANCHEZ 
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